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The new BC Vehicle Processing Centre 
is a major undertaking that will greatly 
impact the Nanaimo economy.
The existing pier is being upgraded to 

allow for berthing of a modern Pure Car 
and Truck Carrier (PCTC), a specialized 
cargo vessel used to transport vehicles 
and equipment. 
Nanaimo was chosen as it pro-

vides direct short-sea connections 
to the Lower Mainland, at a time 
when European Automotive Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) are 
experiencing significant capacity con-

straints and other issues elsewhere.
“Phase 1 will see the complete exte-

rior of the building refinished, and 
30,000 square feet of the interior ret-
rofit will be a fully functional vehicle 
processing centre,” says Port Co-CEO 
Mike Davidson. 
 Co-CEO Ian Marr adds that following 

the arrival of the first vessel in January, 
“vehicles will arrive every two weeks for 
the first year, totaling approximately 
10,000 within year one. At this point 
we are seeing 20-25 people daily work-
ing in the warehouse, and another four 

or five on the marine works,” adds 
Marr. “We anticipate another 10 more 
starting this week for the civil and elec-
trical works.”
 Western Stevedoring/SSA, engineer-

ing companies, Canada Border Service 
Agency and Transport Canada employ-
ees are also already working on the site.
 Port of Nanaimo Vice Chair Donna 

Hais says discussions began with 
Western Stevedoring/SSA more than 
18 months ago. 
“Shortly after the initial discus-

sions opened, the federal government 

announced that the National Trade 
Corridor Fund Program was receiving 
proposal requests for projects within 
the program’s parameters, to which we 
applied, and were fortunate to receive 
funding,” says Hais.
 “This project is a $19 million invest-

ment overall,” says Port Chair Michelle 
Corfield. “We are grateful that the fed-
eral government has contributed $6.3 
million toward it as well, which indicates 
they are as optimistic about this project 
and its positive impact on the region as 
we are at the Port.”

Vehicle Processing Centre
a big economic impact 

for Nanaimo

The new Vehicle Processing Centre will become a major centre of economic activity when it begins operations

Robbin Sinclaire has been appointed to the Port of 
Nanaimo as the Federal appointee by Transport Minister 
Marc Garneau.
Sinclaire said she is excited to join the Nanaimo Port 

Authority.  
“After several years working in the eastern Arctic, I have 

a greater appreciation of how vital marine transportation 
infrastructure is to a community’s economic development. 
I look forward to working with our community partners and 
see the Port business grow and create more opportunities 
for our community over all”, she added. 
Sinclaire is an entrepreneur and independent management 

consultant engaged by businesses and government with 
two decades of economic development experience and-
contributions in the eastern Arctic. Her areas of expertise 
are financial management, governance/accountability and 
project management. 
Sinclaire has worked in both a professional and volunteer 

capacity with boards of directors and serves as a coun-
cil member with the energy regulatory body in Nunavut. 

Previously she helped establish Nunavut’s first Habitat for 
Humanity affiliate, working in consultation with Habitat’s 
Canadian and International Boards and was instrumental in 
achieving Habitat’s first remote northern build.
Working on deep sea port infrastructure and marine trans-

portation development in the Arctic over the last few 
years, she is a corporate member of the Master Mariners 
of Canada.
Sinclaire attributes her business success to a strong foun-

dation of formal academic education complemented by a 
number of professional and internationally recognized cre-
dentials and a commitment to life-long learning. She now 
lives next to the Salish Sea where she spent many years 
in her youth.
The Port of Nanaimo is one of 18 Port Authorities 

across Canada, established under the Canada Marine Act 
and Letters Patent to promote and support the national, 
regional and local economies and to ensure a safe and 
secure harbour for cargo operations. 
See more at www.npa.ca
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Emil Tomescu has been appointed 
Vice President, Asset Management 
with Port of Nanaimo, effective in 
March.
As a member of the executive 

management team, he provides stra-
tegic and managerial leadership in 
asset management, particularly proj-
ect engineering design, field inves-
tigations, permitting, procurement, 
contract negotiations and construc-
tion management as well as facilities 
engineering in support of the growth 
objectives of the Port.
He provides techical and proj-

ect manangement support to the 
comercial agreements with third party 
stakeholders for their engineering 
delelopments and terminal operation 
objectives as well as ensure that as 
an Agent of the Frederal  Crown and 
a Federal Regulatory Authority, the 
Port fulfills its role and responsibilities 
related to the environmental asses-
ments, evaluations and authorization 
of designated and non-designated 
projects on Port-managed lands pur-
suant to the Canadian Environmetal 
Assesment Act (2012).
Tomescu has a Master of Business 

Administration Degree from University 
of Phoenix, Phoenix, Arizona. He 
holds a Bachelor of Engineering 
Degree from “Mircea Cel Batran” 
University, Constanta, Romania. He 
is a Professional Engineer (P.Eng.) 
with The Engineers and Geoscientists 

of British Columbia, (EGBC) as well 
as a member of EGBC’s board of 
reviewers. 
Tomescu is a Professional Engineer 

with the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers in New York. 
He was awarded a Fellowship with 

Engineers Canada (FEC) in 2015 for 
his outstanding contribution to the 
engineering profession in Canada. He 
is also certified as a Port Executive 
with the MacDonnell Institute, USA.

Emil Tomescu

Tomescu named VP 
Asset Management

The Port of Nanaimo has moved 
anchorage NA-03 further away from 
Protection Island in response to resi-
dents concerns.
Harbour Master Rodney Grounds 

said the Port has relocated provisional 
anchorage NA-03 and amended NA-03 
and NA-05 to 230 LOA. This resulted 
from meetings between Protection 
Island residents, the Protection Island 
Neighbourhood Association and the 
Port. 
The amendments to the provisional 

anchorages will be on a trial basis for 
12 months. All Nanaimo anchorages 
are assigned by the Harbour Master’s 
Office as outlined at www.npa.ca 

Protection anchorage

moved further off shore
Additional impressed corrosion protec-

tion has been installed on the Port of 
Nanaimo cruise dock. 
Shipping infrastructure requires regular 

maintenance to ensure the highest stan-
dards for safety and security with reg-
ular inspections and engineering advice 
resulting in the new protections.  
Building the cruise business has been 

challenging for a variety of reasons. With 
a renewed commitment by our com-
munity partners the Port is encouraged 
that business will be growing in the 
years ahead. The completed work was 
not initiated in response to malicious 
allegations which targetted Nanaimo’s 
cruise business, but as an outcome of 

regular inspections.
 Estimating the corrosion that will 

take place in sea water is part art and 
part science. The temperature of the 
water, amount of oxygen in the water 
(particularly in the tidal zone) silt/sand, 
the presence of stray electrical currents 
all have a bearing on how long a struc-
ture will take to show signs of corrosion. 
 The dock was constructed with gal-

vanized steel piles. Galvanization layers a 
protective zinc coating on the steel pile. 
Dissimilar metals and seawater provide 
an excellent environment for electrolysis 
to occur. Electrolysis produces a chem-
ical reaction that separates materials 
and leads to corrosion. The zinc coat-

ing “sacrifices” itself, thereby protect-
ing the steel from corroding. 
 This design was anticipated to last 

approximately 10 years before the Port 
would have to consider adding a passive 
(zinc anodes) or an active impressed 
current-corrosion protection system. 
One of our regular inspections by an 
engineering firm in 2016/2017 deter-
mined that we should start to prepare 
for a planned protection system. 
We chose an active impressed cur-

rent-corrosion protection system which 
was installed this year, although expen-
sive to do. The dock continues to be in 
exceptional conditiion, structurally sound 
and will provide service for many years.

Cathodic protection for cruise dock

Fred Denning Barbara Coe

New Port Directors appointed

Retiring Director 
Richard Ringma 

was presented with 
a limited-edition 

print of the harbour 
in recognition of his 

long service with 
the Port of Nanaimo 

since September 
2011




